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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-8 were presented for examination. By the Office Action dated October 
25, 2004, Claims 1, 6 and 7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Dayan (U.S. Patent 5,230,052). Claims 1-5 and 7-8 were rejected under 35 U,S.C 
§ 103(a) as being obvious in view of Dayan and Tamori et al. et al. (US. Patent 
5,960,455). Drawings wexe objected to under 37CFR 1.83(a) for not including every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. 

By this response, Claims 2-8 remain unchanged and Claim 1 has been amended. 
Claims 1-8 remain pending. A replacement drawing sheet is enclosed herein. No new 
matter has been added. Given the reasons set forth below, reconsideration is respectfully 
requested. 

Refection under 35 USC S1Q2 

Claims 1, 6 and 7 were rejected under 35 U,S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dayan (U.S. Patent 5,230,052). 

Applicant respectfully but strongly submits that the cited document, Dayan (U.S, 
Patent 5,230,052), does not anticipate Applicant's claimed invention. The boot up 
process taught by Dayan involves loading a BIOS image (required for effective use of a 
local computer system) and auto configuration instructions into the local computer 
system from a remote storage location, in particular from a remote computer system (coL 
6, line 9-1 1 and Figure 1). In order to permit the reduction of the expanse of the read only 
memory (ROM) in the local computer system, Dayan teaches that the local computer 
system is operatively associated with the remote computer system, wherein the system 
processor of the remote computer system works in association with that of the local 
computer to allow procurement of the BIOS image stored in the remote computer by the 
local computer system provides (col.6, line 29-37). The BIOS image in the remote 
computer system is stored in direct storage device (DASD) or CD-ROM. The local 
computer system is associated to the remote computer system via the local area network 
(col. 6, line 29-37 and line 47-50). The ROM of the local computer system stores only 
minimal portion of BIOS needed to initialize the local computer system to establish a 



PAGE 7/12 * RCVD AT 1125/2005 2:46:21 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 4 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:65 2700885 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-52 



25/01 *05 TUE 15:43 FAX 65 2700885 



HP- LEGAL IP 



(2)008 



6 

connection and procure BIOS image from the remote computer system (coL 6, line 9-14). 
Dayan also teaches tliat a user of the local computer system is able to select a list of 
devices such as the remote computer system to procure BIOS and auto configuration 
instructions (col. 6, line 22-28). 

On the contrary, the process of Claim 6 comprises initializing a plurality of 
registers in a processing device, reading the agent code from ROM and executing it to 
effect the reading of the plurality of the agent records fan appropriate BIOS or the 
remainder of BIOS as the Examiner believes) stored in the electrical programmable 
memory device (EPMD) and checking for a match between the first agent record 
identification code and a second agent record identification code, wherein the agent code 
contains a first agent record identification code and wherein the agent record contains a 
second agent record identification co de. Where a match exists, data from the matching 
agent record is assigned to a specified register . 

Thus, Dayan does not teach, suggest or hint at the use of an agent code and agent 
record in a boot up process to update a specified register of a processing device, w herein 
the boot up process comprises assigning data of an agent record whose agent record 
identification code matches that of the agent code being executed, to a specified register 
identified by the register identification code of the matching agent record . 

Based on the foregoing, applicant respectfully submits that the subject matter of 
original Claim 6 is patentable in view of Dayan. 

In the office action, the method of original claim 1 was considered to be known 
from Dyan. In this respect, it should be noted that claim 1 has been amended in 
accordance with the method of original claim 6. Amended claim 1 recites that the 
method of executing an agent code comprises: 

- initializing a plurality of registers, and 

- the agent code includes an agent record identification code, which includes a 
register id^nf-ifi ra tion code , thereby initiating reading the agent record with a matching 
agent re cord identification code fr om the erasable programmable memory device and 
loading it into the register of the processing device that is identified bv the reg ister 
identification code of the read agent record . 
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Accordingly, the arguments presented above in support of the novelty of original claim 6 
also apply to amended claim 1. Since Dayan does not teach, suggest or hint at the boot 
up process of original Claim 6 of the invention, the reference does not teach the 
corresponding claimed method of amended Claim 1 and the corresponding electronic 
device of original Claim 7. Therefore, amended Claim 1 and original Claim 7 are also 
patentable over Day an. 

Rejection under 35 USC $1 03 

Claims 1-5 and 7-8 were rejected under 35 U,S-C §103(a) as being obvious in 
view of Dayan and Tamori et al. et al. (US. Patent 5,960,455). Applicant submits that the 
subject matter of amended Claim 1 is not obvious in view of the cited references either 
taken individually, or in combination. 

Tamori et al. teaches the use of a BIOS updating method, wherein the method 
involves the use of a flash ROM (a non-volatile memory device') which is 
compartmentalised into three portions or banks (banks: bank A, bank B and a common 
area) (see claim 1. figure 6, col. 5 line 49-671 . Tamori et al. teaches that data which is 
first read f agent record as the Examiner believes, see also col. 6. line 8-1 (X) is store d in the 
common area . Tamori et al. teaches that the BIOS updating program is also stored in the 
common area- Tamori et al, further teaches that the old BIOS is stored in bank B before it 
is erased from bank A. The new BIOS is downloaded from a predetermined network and 
home server and stored in bank A. A readily accessible memor y fRAJVfl is used as a 
means of temporary storage of the old and new BIOS durin g the updating process. 
Tamori et al. also teaches that in the updating method the central processing unit (CPU) 
accesses different banks with the use of the bank register and bank change circuit (see 
col. 6, line 44^67 col. 7, linel-25 and figures 6 and 10-18). 

Thus Tamori, like Dayan does not teach, suggest or hint at the use of an agent 
code and agent record_ in a boot up process to update a specified register of a processing 
device. Neither does Tamori et al. teach that the agent code is stored in a ROM and the 
storage of the agent record in an EPMD. On the contrary, Tamori et al. teaches that the 
data which is first read (an agent code as claimed by the Examiner, see also col. 6, line 8- 
10) is stored in flash ROM (anon-volatile memory device") and not R OM, and in addition 
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the old and , new BIOS fagent record as the F *aminer believes*} are stored in thp g?mne 
memory device . 

On the contrary, the method of amended Claim 1 defines that the agent code and 
agent record are stored separately in dif fe rent memory devices, namely the ROM and 
HPMD respectively . Furthermore, the method recited in amended Claim 1 does not make 
use of a RAM for temporary stora g e of the old and new BIOS (agent record as the 
KvaTnin er believes^ 

In addition, Tamori et al- is concerned with providing an information processor, a 
program updating method and an information processing system arranged to safe current 
BIOS in a spare storage area before updating of the BIOS in order to enable BIOS to be 
immediately installed if writing of a new BIOS ends in failure and to prevent old BIOS 
from being lost by an operation error. Therefore, the teaching of Tamori et al. is not 
pertinent to the particular problem with which Applicant's invention is concerned. A 
skilled person would not have taken into account the teachings of Tamori et al. when in 
search of a method of correction of register values inside a processor device without the 
need of costly remasking and newly producing of the ROM by executing an agent code 
(to which the Applicant invention relates). 

Moreover, even if a skilled person were to combine the teachings of Dayan and 
Tamori et al., he would not have arrived at the method of the claimed invention. The 
combination of the teachings in these two references would only have lead to a method 
that requires the use of a RAM to fac ilitate the temporary storage and update of BIOS . 
This method is distinctively different from the method of amended Claim 1 which uses an 
agent code and agent record in a boot up process to update a specified register of a 
processing device, w herein the boot up process comprises assigning data of an agent 
record whose agent record identification code matches that of the agent code being 
executed, to a specified register identified bv th e register identification code of the 
matching agent record . This method also does not involve the use of a RAM* 

In summary, the applicant submits that the teachings of Dayan and Tamori ct al. 
do not render the invention as recited in amended Claim 1 obvious. Amended Claim 1 is 
therefore patentable in view of the cited references. 
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Original dependent claims 2-5 are also patentable over Dayan and Tamori at least 
for the same reasons that amended Claim 1 is patentable. In addition, with reference to 
kem 15 of the Office Action and based on the foregoing reasons, since Dayan and Tamori 
et al do not teach the method of Claim 1, they do not teach the claimed electronic device 
of original Claims 7-8. Therefore, Claims 7-8 are also patentable for the same reasons 
that amended Claim 1 is patentable. 



Previously omitted features specified in the Claims of the invention have been 
included in the amended drawings. The plurality of agent records as per Claim 5 and the 
operating system as per Claim 3 have been included in the EPMD of the amended Figure 
1. A replacement drawing sheet is enclosed herein. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully 
submits that the objection to the Drawings has been overcome. 

Conclusion 

In light of the foregoing, withdrawal of the rejections and objection of record are 
earnestly solicited. 

Date: January 25, 2005 Respectfully submitted, 
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